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Thank you Mr. Chair for this opportunity. The International Indigenous Peoples Forum on
Climate  Change  (IIPFCC)  recognizes  the  COP22  decisions  in  operationalizing  the
indigenous peoples’  and local  communities’  platform.  Also,  we appreciate  all  the state
parties support in this endeavor.   

 The IIPFCC would like to put forward following concerns and recommendations:

1. We, indigenous peoples are concerned about the process relating to the multi-stakeholder
dialogue on indigenous peoples’ platform happening on 16-17 May.  The UN Declaration
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) and ILO Convention 169, establish the
right to  our full  and effective participation  on all  matters  that  affect  us and our rights,
particularly the right to participate in decision making. As guardians of indigenous peoples’
knowledge,  we urge parties  to  ensure the full  and effective  participation  of  Indigenous
Peoples as these discussions move forward.

2.  SBSTA  agenda  item  9  includes  the  Clean  Development  Mechanism,  land-use  and
forestry. We oppose the use of forests to generate offsets. We are also concerned that the
definition of forest relied upon by the UNFCCC Parties would allow plantations as forest.
Forest  should  be  naturally  recurring  growth  of  native  species  and  not  plantations.
Plantations and national parks have driven our Peoples from our lands and/or adversely
affected our food security, livelihoods and biodiversity. The CDM projects in the past have
also  violated  our  rights,  particularly  in  the  use  of  hydropower  and ill-considered  wind
power projects. When developing the SDM, parties ensure the respect and protection of the
rights  of  indigenous  peoples.  Indeed,  the CDM should  be abandoned,  as  it  has  proven
counter-productive in the reduction of emissions.  Also, the Green Climate Fund should
consider mega hydro power projects and large scale plantations as false solutions to climate
change. 

3. Many studies, including FAO High Level Expert Panels have come to the conclusion that
industrialized agriculture actually is not sustainable and contributes to GHG emissions. Our
traditional livelihoods such as shifting cultivation contributes to food security, biodiversity
enhancement, carbon sequestration and the well being of millions of our peoples. Parties
should  recognize  it  as  cultural  heritage  and establish  partnership  with us  in  addressing
poverty and climate change and in achieving Sustainable Development Goals.

4. All climate actions, plans and policies should respect and protect our collective rights to
our lands, territories and resources. 


